
OCCUPIED BAGHDAD 

  
 
This once-great center of commerce and culture is now a wretched, war-torn border region, for a hundred 
years of imperial conflict. It will soon return to Ottoman control, but will not recover for another two 
centuries. Right now, it is occupied and controlled by the Safavid imperials (Persia), whose supreme ruler is 
Shah Abbas. 
 
This is why the Grand Vizier position is so uncertain and variable, in combination with the rebellion in Erzurum 
(Anatolia). 

• In 1621-1624, the Janissary Bakr was refused the pasha seat in the Baghdad region, then switched 
allegiance to Shah Abbas, then switched back, and in the ensuing confusion, the Safavid armies seized 
Baghdad and control of the eastern imperial border. 

• 1625: the Grand Vizier, Hafiz Ahmed Pasha, led Ottoman forces to retake Baghdad, beginning with a 
successful siege but ultimately cut off from supply lines and unable to maintain it, defeated and 
withdrawn to Mosul in 1926 – a disaster which cost Ahmed Pasha his position. 

• 1626-1629: the next Grand Vizier, Damat Halil Pasha, focuses on the rebellion in Erzurum and fails to 
quell it, and loses his position thereby. 

 
During our period of play: in spring of 1630, the next Grand Vizier, Gazi Hüsrev Pasha, crushes the rebellion in 
Erzurum, then leads forces into Mesopotamia, but wet weather leads him to strike into directly into Persia, 
defeating forces and sacking the city of Hamadan in May. He establishes a siege of Baghdad in November, but 
winter weather breaks the lines of communication and he withdraws. 
 
Baghdad itself is a wreck: depopulated by immediate war but especially by recurrent plague, retaining the 
semblance of customs without the rule of law, subject to military whims and policy, in and out of siege. Non-
Muslims and presumably non-Shia are subject to harsh discrimination at best, and often massacre. It is a 
hotbed of gangs, garrisons, imported administrators whom no one is listening to, Shia clerics eager to control 
its mosques and archives, get-rich-quick schemes, looters and smugglers, and badly-controlled troops. 
 
Later (after the time of play): Hüsrev Pasha will be dismissed from office in 1631 and semi-exiled to a far 
province. He is succeeded by Ahmed Pasha (the guy from 1625) who is then killed in a Jannissary 
rebellion/coup; soon afterward, Hüsrev Pasha is assassinated by imperial agents. 
 



 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Round_city_of_Baghdad 
http://symmetal.com/gorguts-house-of-wisdom/ 
Along with all other libraries in Baghdad, the House of Wisdom was destroyed by the army of Hulagu 
Khan during the Siege of Baghdad,1258 AD. The books from Baghdad’s libraries were thrown into 
the Tigris River in such quantities that the river ran black with the ink from the books. Nasir al-Din al-
Tusi rescued about 400,000 manuscripts before the siege.  
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